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• The Wilderness Act, passed in 1964, 

founded the National Wilderness 

Preservation System (NWPS). To become 

part of the NWPS, federal lands have to be 

designated through an act of Congress.

• Wilderness areas are chosen based on four 

critical wilderness qualities: natural, 

untrammeled, undeveloped, and 

opportunities for solitude and recreation.

https://www.wilderness.org/articles/article/national-wilderness-preservation-system
https://www.wilderness.org/articles/article/national-wilderness-preservation-system




• Difficulty: Moderate
Length: About 20 miles of trails, the 16.2-mile Bowen Gulch Trail being the most 
popular.
Access Points: Never Summer Wilderness can be accessed from Estes Park or from 
Grand County. The easiest entry is from Grand Lake. Take US Highway 34 north 
into Rocky Mountain National Park at the Kawuneeche Valley entrance. From there, 
follow Trail Ridge Road to the Bowen/Baker Trailhead to get to the most popular path 
through the Never Summer Wilderness.

• The most fascinating wilderness in the area is to the north, where ponds and bogs 
create rare habitats for creatures including wood frogs, bog bean, pygmy shrews, and 
even wolves. The area moisture that helps create these habitats also supports 
exceptionally large and old spruce and fir trees, the largest of which can get up to four 
feet in diameter, and the oldest of which is estimated at about 600 years old. 

•

https://www.visitgrandcounty.com/places-to-go/explore-wilderness-areas-trails/

https://www.visitgrandcounty.com/grand-lake/
https://www.visitgrandcounty.com/rocky-mountain-national-park/


Difficulty: All Levels

Length: 133 miles of trails with varied difficulty levels

Access Points: Indian Peaks Wilderness is a large wilderness area with multiple access points, but there are 
two more popular entry points—from Grand County or the Boulder/Nederland area.

Grand County Access Point: The most popular entry to the Indian Peaks Wilderness area from Grand County is 
at the Monarch Lake Trail, which circumnavigates Monarch Lake. From Granby, take US Highway 34 toward 
Grand Lake. Exit at the Arapaho Bay sign, and head about ten miles to Monarch Lake.
Description: Located mostly within the Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests, Indian Peaks Wilderness 
encompasses 76,711 acres of lakes, streams, trails, and beautiful mountain peaks. About 16 miles of the 
Continental Divide lies within the area, and it even overlaps with Rocky Mountain National Park to the north. 
And with eight well-known peaks named after some of Native American tribes that used to live in the area, it’s 
no wonder how the area got its name. Indian Peaks Wilderness was incorporated into the National Wilderness 
Preservation System in 1978.
While exploring the area, look for elk, moose, bighorn sheep, mountain goats, mountain lions, mule deer, black 
bears, or snowshoe rabbits to get a taste of some of the wildlife the area offers. Keep your eyes open for more 
than 280 species of birds, too!

https://www.visitgrandcounty.com/places-to-go/explore-wilderness-areas-trails/



Difficulty: Moderate – Difficult
Length: 17-mile long trail system
Access Points: Follow US-40 for 9.6 miles from the junction with I-70. Just before US-40 begins climbing toward Berthoud 
Pass there is a sharp turn with a sign for the Henderson Mine. Turn here and follow this road 1.75 miles to the Henderson Mine. 
Continue on a dirt road on the right side to a sizable parking area 0.5 miles further. Park. The dirt road continues on to the west 
towards Jones Pass. Several routes can be taken from here to ascend Vasquez Peak which lies almost directly north.

Vasquez Peak is one of the state's most recent wilderness areas. It is part of 100,000 acres of roadless terrain in the area, which 
includes the Byers Peak Wilderness, the Fraser Experimental Forest, and the Williams Fork - Ptarmigan Peak roadless area.

Vasquez Peak is very close to the Indian Peaks and Eagles Nest wilderness areas, allowing visitors to enjoy amazing views of 
both mountain ranges without the ordinary hustle and bustle you have to deal with in other places.

The Vasquez Peak Wilderness area 17-mile long trail system above timberline including seven miles of the Continental Divide 
National Scenic Trail that runs through the area. Due to its high elevation, sudden summer thunderstorms can make exposure 
to lightning in the Vasquez Mountains a dangerous risk. Plan on hiking early and dropping in elevation into the trees before 
afternoon storms break.

As the elevation drops, you will enter a forest of Engelmann spruce, subalpine fir, lodgepole pine, and Krummholz, German for 
"twisted wood," which is the perfect description for these particular trees. In the summer, the Vasquez Peak Wilderness is 
known for an extensive system of Wildflowers. Take a hike and see Indian Paintbrush, White Bog Orchids, Tall Penstemon and 
more.

https://www.visitgrandcounty.com/places-to-go/explore-wilderness-areas-trails/

https://www.visitgrandcounty.com/places-to-go/explore-wilderness-areas-trails/byers-peak-wilderness/
https://www.visitgrandcounty.com/places-to-go/explore-wilderness-areas-trails/continental-divide-national-scenic-trail/
https://www.visitgrandcounty.com/places-to-go/explore-wilderness-areas-trails/continental-divide-national-scenic-trail/


Difficulty: All Levels
Length: 23 Miles of Trails, various hikes and lengths
Access Points: There is an East and West access point: -  See the web page for complete instructions

Established in 1993, Byers Peak Wilderness Area encompasses 8,801 acres within the Arapaho and Roosevelt 
National Forest in Grand County. Byers Peak Wilderness is home to a variety of different eco-zones due to drastic 
elevation changes within the area, which allow an assortment of flora, fauna and wildlife to live within the Byers 
Peak Wilderness boundaries.

There are two glacial lakes, three major creek drainages and two peaks over 12,500 feet within Byers Peak 
Wildness. Byers Peak reaches the highest elevations with a summit of 12,804 feet accessible via the Byers Peak 
Trail. Byers Peak Wilderness contains 23 miles of trails offering panoramic views and some of the finest ridge 
hiking in the state. Views worth the effort are available from atop the peak itself, accessible via the Byers Peak 
Trail, a distance of 8.6 miles round-trip from the trailhead.

While hiking and sightseeing are the primary attractions, you can fish or fly fish in Lake Evelyn, St. Louis Lake and 
West St. Louis Creek. The only designated campground within the wilderness area, the Byers Peak Campground, 
has been closed indefinitely due to the beetle kill infestation, but camping most anywhere in the Byers Peak 
Wilderness is permitted; you must camp at least 100 ft. from a water source or a trail, and any human waste must 
be buried in a hole that's at least 8 - 10 inches deep, or double bagged and carried out. Everything that is packed 
in with you must be packed out.

Mule deer, elk, ptarmigan, and marmots are common sights, but the biggest lure is the peace and quiet that Byers 
Peak Wilderness provides to its visitors. Always use “Leave No Trace” techniques to help keep this area wild, 
clean, and pristine.
https://www.visitgrandcounty.com/places-to-go/explore-wilderness-areas-trails/



S.1711 - James Peak Wilderness, Wilderness Study, and James Peak Protection Area 

Act107th Congress (2001-2002)

The James Peak Protection Area is a national protected area located in the state of 
Colorado, USA. It covers over 14,000 acres and is home to a diverse range of wildlife and 
plant species. Visitors to the area can enjoy a variety of outdoor activities such as hiking, 
fishing, camping, and wildlife viewing 1.

There is also a James Peak Wilderness area located within Boulder, Gilpin, and Clear 
Creek counties, which is adjacent to the Continental Divide on the eastern slope. The 
wilderness area includes several peaks over 13,000 feet and more than a dozen alpine 
lakes. Within its boundaries are 30 miles of trails.





Walt Bobb

Co-Founder - Chairman

1997 – Volunteers
Herd and Yvonne 

Clark, Abb Deloach, 
Ann Steers, Jim 

Deloach, Roger Rood, 
Bob Saint, Sue and 

Marshall Haith

1999 Officers
Wilderness Act 50th 
Anniversary
Shaws, Jacksons, 
Haiths, Manleys



1996

Satistics

1996 GCWG 
working with HTA 

on new trail

Smokey 1996 First Monarch 
cabin hosting













General Notes for Cabin Hosting









You can explain in 

your orientation that it will 

be a full day of training on 

communication and a 

review of the 

wilderness regulations.  Th

e goal is to help members 

feel confident and 

knowledgeable about 

approaching and engaging 

the public whether at a 
cabin, or on the trail.
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